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tlio host of them, in six days ; but God blessed 
the soventh day and sanctified it, because that in 
in it He had rested from all His work. At this 
time the ground was watered by a lovely mist 
rising up from the earth. We do not hear of 
rain till the deluge ; then it came for punish- 
ment. Man was formed of the dust of the 
earth, and God breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life. This is the part that must live 
for ever, life emanating from the Creator him- 
self. This man was placed in a garden that 
God had planted in Eden, near the river 
Euphrates, to dress and keep it, and allowed to 
eat freely of all but one lovely tree in the midst 
of the garden, called the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, and death was to be the punish- 
ment if that were touched. He was created 
with full power to obey (for he was not born in 
sin) ; so to disobey would be his own free-will. 
God himself brought every beast and fowl to 
him to be named. They were not then spiteful, 
or afraid of each other ; no, all creation rejoiced 
together. Then God kindly gave man a com- 
panion. He caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
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bim, and took one of his ribs, and made from it 
a beautiful woman, and presented her to the man 
when he awoke ; male and female created he them, 
and blessed them, and called their names Adam 
and Eve. Some time before all this happened 
there was a dispute in heaven ; some of the angels 
became naughty of their own free will, and the 
Almighty did not check them, but allowed them 
to follow their own wicked devices till they were 
ruined. Their chief was Beelzebub (afterwards 
the Prince of the Devils). He said, how glorious 
it would be to rule heaven ourselves, to be masters, 
not subjects, for I hate to serve ; let us try to over- 
throw our Creator, that we may reign supremely. 
To do this we must get an army, and wage a 
tremendous battle with all who oppose this design. 
If he had considered but for a moment his position 
as one created, defying his Creator, he could 
never have undertaken that outrageous affair. 
But no ! pride confused all rational ideas, and 
nothing but his own plans for unlimited power 
exercised him; so, having got a number of angels 
to listen to his swelling tales of future grandeur, 
they ultimately waged war against the Most High, 
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and were at once thrown headlong into the abyss, 
and there, suffering intense agony, groaned 
bitterly, not for being so wicked, but because 
the whole scheme had proved a failure. Then 
Batan, their chief, tried to inspire them afresh 
with direful revenge, and said : " Did we not 
hear of a world that the Almighty was about 
creating, and of some creatures that he intended 
to form in his own likeness, and place there ? 
Well, I swear eternal hate, and will never rest 
till I find that spot, and try to pollute his 
creatures, and if possible make them as naughty 
as we are, that they may be miserable too ; for 
I can never endure seeing anyone happy again.'* 
So he took |the form of a serpent, and went and 
twined around the forbidden tree, and spoke to 
the woman, for she seemed more simple than 
the man, and said : '^ Hath God said ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden?'* The 
woman replied : "We may eat of all but of the 
tree in the midst of the garden ; for God hath 
said, *Ye shall not eat of it, neither touch it, 
lest ye die.' " The serpent said : " Ye shall not 
surely die ; for God doth know that if ye eat of 
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it yoa will be as gods, knowing good and ovil.'* 
Then the woman looked at the fruit again, and 
thonght it mast taste very good as it looks so 
lovely, and then how delightful to be wise. So 
she was overcome by staying near temptation, 
and plucked the fruit, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband, and he did eat. Now misery 
commences ; for knowledge has entered with a 
vengeance, and they find themselves naked, and 
are afraid to see God without a covering. 
(This is just the state we are in as sinners, and 
can never appear before a heart-searching Ood 
unless we be clothed with Christ's righteous- 
ness). So they sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons. (Just as we some- 
times do when we think our good works will 
save us). But these would not do, for it was 
the work of sinners, and could not bear the 
scrutiny of a righteous God ; they were really 
worse for trying to hide, instead of confessing 
at once, and begging for pardon. When they 
heard the voice of God walking in the garden, 
they were utterly confused. The Lord said, 
" Adam, where art thou ?'* Adam replied, 
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**I hid myself because I was naked." God said, 
"Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
thou eaten of the forbidden tree?" And he, like 
a great coward, said, " The woman that thou 
gavest to be with me, she gave me and I did 
eat." (As if he were obliged to eat just what 
the woman gave him.) The Lord was very 
angry with the woman, and of course she 
blamed the serpent. Then the Lord cursed the 
serpent, and shewed him that his cunning design 
should not be fully accomplished, for the seed of 
the woman should bruise his head or kingdom. 
This was the first promise of the mighty 
Deliverer that should be bom into the world, in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, fulfilling the law of 
God, and dying, the just for the unjust, that 
sinners might be saved from eternal death, and 
God's law honoured, at the same time. But 
the woman's sorrows were to be greatly multi- 
plied for her disobedience, and the ground was 
cursed for the man's sake, so that he must 
labour very hard to cultivate it, and then eat 
the produce in sorrow, till he returned to the 
ground from whence he was taken; for God 
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said, ** Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt 
return.** Then the Lord God himself made 
them coats of skins, and clothed them, pointing 
forward to the sacrifice of the mighty Deliverer, 
who would clothe all who felt their need of, and 
earnestly desired, a suitable clothing to appear 
before God at the Judgment Seat, with his 
spotless righteousness — 

" Ko time can change its glorious hue, 
The robe of Christ is ever new." 

This sad history closes with Adam and Eve 
being driven out of their pretty home by God. 
Gherubins viewed the sad change too ; but the 
tree was guarded by a flaming sword, which 
turned every way to keep it in safety, for man 
could never be trusted -again. He had forfeited 
his inheritance, and the sentence of death was 
passed upon all his race in him their head. So, 
as in the first Adam all, all is lost, and death 
will take possession sooner or later; even so 
in the great Deliverer shall all (who feel their 
lost estate and fly to him for refuge) be made 
alive, " The first man was of the earth earthy, 
the second man is the Lord from heaven.*' All 

A 2 
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who listen to the tempter and love to follow 
their own way, are under the sentence of death; 
but all who heartily desire and pray that they 
may never yield to temptation, are alive in 
Christ Jesus, and death hath no more dominion 
over them, and they shall reign for ever with 
Ohrist in His kingdom. These only will be able 
to shout, "0 grave, where is thy victory? 
death, where is thy sting ?" 
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n. 

THE TWO FIEST CHEiDREN. 



A GREAT many years ago, the first little boy was 
bom into the world on the continent now called 
Asia. His name was Gain. His parents were 
very charmed with this (then) rare gift, 
especially his mother, for she said: <'I have 
gotten a man from the Lord," therefore she had 
great hope that her boy was bom to crash the 
wicked serpent that had so cunningly deceived 
her in the garden of Eden, when she so foolishly 
listened to him. For God there promised that 
the seed of the woman should braise the serpent's 
head (or kingdom of Satan), and that the old 
serpent (the devil) should only be able to braise 
the deliverer's heel (the humanity of the blessed 
Saviour). So Eve hoped to see her tempter 
quickly punished, as she was now truly grieved 
at her disobedience* But no I her little boy 
was not good, for he, too, listened to all the 
tempter put into his heart, and willingly obeyed. 
He always got in a tenlpel^ when he was 
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corrected, as he loved his own nanghty way, and 
did not wish to obey ; and, as to forgiveness, he 
could never ask for what he did not see the 
need; his temper he considered a fine manly 
spirit, therefore never prayed to be made good. 
After a little while he had a dear little brother, 
whose name was Abel. He grew up to be a very 
good boy ; he really had a fine manly spirit, for 
he scorned an unkind or mean action, and 
always asked the great and good God to keep 
him from all naughty ways ; and after hearing 
the sad consequence of his parents sinning 
against their Creator, by yielding to temptation, 
he greatly feared to ofiend his Creator, by 
listening to the wicked tempter, and he often 
prayed to be kept from the power of the 
serpent. For, although he must die a temporal 
death, as he was born in sin, he hoped to escape 
everlasting death by, and through, the promised 
Deliverer, who was to be bom into the world, 
quite perfect, always delighting to do the will 
of his Father, God — saying to the tempter, when 
he whispered anything naughty to him: "Get 
thee behind me Satan," for I am going to die^ 
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the just for the nnjast, that all who from 
their hearts love to be good, may go and be 
happy in heaven for ever and ever. So Abel 
said to his brother one day — " Cain, do you ever 
think how sad it is to be a sinner, and to die ? 
I saw one of my poor little sheep die to-day, 
and I felt so very sad ; but it will be worse for 
us, for we are sinners, and our poor dear 
parents too — ^I so often think of the great De- 
liverer that God promised in the garden, after 
our parents had eaten the forbidden fruit. I 
think it would be well to remind our kind 
Creator of his promise, by offering one of my 
little innocent lambs, as a token of my gratitude 
to biTn for such a kind promise, and then beg 
him to forgive us and take us to heaven, after 
this terrible death." Cain answered in his proud 
way: " I am punished enough, I think, for I am 
obliged to dig, or we should have no bread 
nor vegetables, and I get very hot and tired 
sometimes, and I do not see that I am naughty ; 
for I am very industrious. It is true that our 
parents have sinned, but I have not been so 
bad, so I shall not beg for mercy, and I cannot 
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see why you are bo homble. Yon attend to the 
sheep very nicely, and I to the ground ; but, of 
course, you do as yon like about your offering. 
You may offer it as a sinner, but I shall offer a fevr 
of the best vegetables, as a friend in the position 
our parents held before they disobeyed." The 
offerings were made. Abel's was accepted ; 
Cain's was not ; for God could never be familiar 
with fallen man, unless the promised Deliverer 
pleaded for mercy. Bo Cain got very angry; and 
the Lord said: '^Why are you angry Cain 
if you do well, I will accept you t9o; if not, the 
sin is yours." But Cain became very spiteful, 
and rose up against his poor dear brother, and 
killed him. How dreadful ! This is what being 
independent and trusting in his own strength 
brought him to. Murder ! 

*< The devil tempts one mother's son 
To rage against the other ; 
So, wicked Cain was hurried on 
Till he had killed his brother " 

Ah! he willingly listened to Satan's whispers, 
and now, how will he answer his Maker? 
By again yielding to temptation and telling 
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a story — and then his Maker cursed him from 
the earth, and told him that it should never 
again 3d6ld him good things, for it had opened 
to receive his brother's blood, and it cried 
to God from the ground for vengeance. This 
history closes with dear humble Abel praising 
God in heaven for his acceptance through 
the promised Deliverer; and Cain going out 
from the presence of God a fugitive and a 
vagabond, declaring that his punishment was 
greater than he could bear. 
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m. 

THE DELUGE. 



Noah was a descendant of Enoch, that good man 
who was taken up to heaven without dying ; for 
it is written : ** he walked with God " — which 
means that he loved and tried to please God in 
everything. At the time Noah livedi there were 
a great many people upon the earth, hut unfor- 
tunately these people did not love God, so did 
not care to obey him, but insisted upon having 
their own way, and were even pleased to listen 
to the tempter, as it was so easy to be naughty; 
although they knew how much misery their 
first parents had incurred by doing the very 
same thing. Good Noah warned them of the 
punishment due to their evil deeds, but they 
only laughed at his being so prim and particular, 
and thought that his brain must be slightly 
affected. At last God spake to Noah, and said : 
" the earth is filled with violence through these 
wicked people, therefore I will destroy it and 
them, for the very thoughts of their hearts are 
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contmnally evil, and I take quite as much notice 
of thoughts, as of actions. You only regard 
each other's actions ; but I, the Lord, look a.t 
the heart, and regard all its desires ; everything is 
naked and open to my view, and I see that their 
wickedness is very great, and I will therefore 
destroy both man and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air, for it repenteth 
me that I have made them;" But Noah found 
favour in the eyes of the Lord ; for although he 
too had naughty thoughts sometimes, he did not 
welcome them, but prayed heartily that he might 
not even listen to temptation, as he wished to 
walk with God, as his great ancestor had done — 
happily for him,— God read his secret desires, 
and he and his family were to be saved in an 
Ark that was to be made expressly to God's 
order. It was to be a floating house, as the 
world was to be drowned, and the mighty flood 
would only regard its Creator's arrangements. 
The wicked people must have been amused at 
this peculiar house ; at any rate, they could not 
have been alarmed, or they would surely have 
sought forgiveness heartily ; even then they 



18 JSIBLB ST0IUE3 FOB THE YOUNG. 

might have obtained mercy. Noah took no 
notice of their scoffing, but attended to his great 
Master's orders. When the Ark was finished, 
the Lord said : '' Noah, come thon, and all thy 
house, into the Ark ; for thee I have seen 
righteous (which means just and sincere) before 
me, in this generation, so just take your sons 
and daughters, and some clean and unclean 
beasts, fowls, and of everything that creepeth 
upon the earth, walk in two and two, male and 
female, into the Ark." How the people must have 
stared to see that strange procession — ^wild 
beasts, domestic animals, fowls, reptiles, and 
even little insects, going in so orderly, not even 
driven, but simply obeying their great Creator. 
No human aid was necessary, for were they not 
God's workmanship ? The whole affair was 
arranged most majestically, and when they were 
all in, Jehovah himself, shut the door, that the 
waves might recognise his work, and not venture 
in. Then commenced the wild flood, and never 
ceased till every hill and mountain were covered, 
and all flesh died according to the word of the 
Most High, except those who were in the Ark. 
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This snrely reminds us of the last great day, 
'when all who are not resting in Christ, the Ark 
of the Christian Covenant, will be lost, not by 
water, bat consumed by God's anger. Then 
God remembered the living, and caused the 
waters to decrease, and the Ark to rest upon 
Mount Ararat. Forty days after this, Noah 
opened the window and sent forth a raven, 
which went to and fro till the waters abated. 
Then he sent a dove, and finding no rest for the 
sole of her foot, she returned to the ark. Seven 
days later he sent her again, and she returned 
with an olive leaf, so Noah knew that the waters 
were abated from off the earth. Again she 
went out, but never returned ; then Noah took the 
covering off the Ark, and looked, and found the 
ground quite dry, but waited for the Almighty 
to open the door. At last God spake, and said : 
*< Go forth of the Ark, and all that are with 
thee." And Noah did so, and at once built an 
altar, and offered sacrifice, acknowledging him- 
self unworthy of such great mercy, and also 
reminding God of the promised Deliverer. The 
Lord was well pleased with his humility, and 
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deep gratitade, and said : ''I will not again 
curse the ground for man's sake, nor again smite 
every thing living as I have done. While the 
earth remaineth, seed-time, and harvest, and cold, 
and heat, and summer, and winter, and day, and 
night, shall not cease. Moreover, I will estab- 
lish this covenant with you, and your seed after 
you, and I will set my bow in the clouds, as a 
token of a covenant between me and the earth, 
and will look upon it and remember my ever- 
lasting covenant, that a flood shall no more 
destroy the earth." The sons of Noah, were 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and of them was the 
whole earth overspread. Shem and Japheth 
were kind and obedient to their Father ; Ham 
was not, and, therefore, did not get a blessing, 
but was cursed, and made to serve his brethren. 
He was the father of the troublesome Canaan- 
ites. Shem was blessed, and was father of the 
Jews. Japheth was to be enlarged. We claim 
him as our chief ; for surely the Gentiles have 
been enlarged, and do even dwell in spiritual 
places, whereas the Jews were once the only people 
who worshipped God in sincerity and truth. At 
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this time, there was only one language for the 
whole earth. The people multiplied greatly, 
but were miserably determined to follow their 
own wicked desires, and, moreover, to defy 
Deity itself, by being totally regardless of the 
glorious covenant (of which the rainbow was 
still the sign), saying : ' < Let us go to and build us 
a city and a tower, whose t6p may reach unto 
heaven, so that we may get a name (pride again), 
and not be scattered abroad on the face of the 
whole earth," But the Lord said : ** Let us go* 
down, and confuse their language, that they 
may not understand one another's speech.** 
When this took place, they were indeed terri- 
fied, for the building could not be completed ; 
if one asked for bricks, he got mortar, if 
wood, they brought stone ; so they had to leave 
their mighty task, and be scattered abroad from 
thence, upon the face of all the earth, as the 
confusion of tongues was so very great. The 
unfinished city was called Babel, or Confusion. 
This was, indeed, a just but terrible punish- 
ment for their audacity ; and a very sad origin 
of languages. 
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IV. 

THE FRIEND OF GOD. 



Abraham was a descendent of Shem ; and God 
said to him : '* Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will 
show thee, and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great, and in thee shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed" (which means that the great 
Deliverer should spring from this family). So 
Abraham departed, with his wife, Sarai, and his 
nepheWi Lot, with all their substance, for 
Canaan ; and to Canaan they came, for he be- 
lieved that what God had promised, he wa$ able 
and willing to perform. When he arrived, the 
Lord was there (for he always leads those who 
put their trust in him ; he never drives those 
who beg to be led ; so he is always in advance 
to clear the road, and give a cheering word to 
the traveller), and said : *^ Unto thy seed will I 
give the land." Then Abraham, filled with 
deep humility and gratitude, remembered the 
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promised Deliverer, and built an altar unto the 
Lord, and called upon His holy name (which 
means that he prayed, his feelings,' as^a humble, 
grateful sinner, to his kind and good Creator). 
Some time after this, there was a famine in the 
land ; so Abraham went to Egypt to sojourn 
there, but he was not quite good there, for he 
told (what some people call almost) a story. The 
tempter whispered, if you do not, you will lose 
your life* And poor Abram was so busy with 
these suggestions (listening again), that he for* 
got to look up to his heavenly Friend, so yielded 
to temptation, and nearly lost his beautiful wife, 
for it was she who caused the sad a£fair. 
Pharaoh, the King, greatly admired pretty 
women, so Abram feared to say— she is my 
wife, lest he should be killed, so he said : '' she 
is my sister." They certainly belonged to one 
family, as she was the daughter of his father, 
not of his mother ; but it was deception, as he 
wished Pharaoh to view the relationship accord- 
ing to his purpose, and not according to the 
whole truth. Yet God, who is rich in mercy, 
remembered that Abram was dust, and plagued 
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the king to send Sarai away. Abram gladly took 
her away, and all that he had, for he greatly 
desired to meet the Lord at the altar, where he 
had worshipped at the beginning, to confess his 
sin, and beg for help against the power of the 
tempter, and his fearfully naughty heart. As he 
really felt what he said, he was forgiven. Abram 
became very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold ; 
in fact, the land was not large enough to hold 
his, and his nephew, Lot's possessions, so he 
told Lot to choose for himself, saying : '* If thou 
go to the right, I will go to the left ; or if thou 
depart to the left, I will take the right.'* 

Lot journeyed to the east, but his choice was 
not blessed, for he considered the well-being of 
his flocks and herds, more than his own spiritual 
welfare — and the people of Sodom were exceed- 
ingly wicked, and vexed his righteous soul. But 
the plain of Jordan was well watered, so he 
stayed there, till the Lord rained flre and brim- 
stone upon Sodom and Gomorrah. The Dead 
Sea occupies that place now. Lot and his two 
daughters escaped, but the choice flock perished. 
Surely this is a lesson to all who are so anxious 
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for worldly prosperity, and do not make such 
careful provision for eternal things ; and reminds 
us of the words of the mighty Deliverer : "Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you." Before the city was destroyed, God very 
mercifully sent two Angels to rescue Lot and 
his family ; even then he lingered. But through 
the long-sufifering mercy of the Lord, the Angels 
laid hold of them all, and set them without the 
city, and said : " Escape for thy life, look not 
behind thee, neither stay in the plain." — ^Ah ! 
that terrible plain again-^and Lot said : "Oh I 
iny Lord, not so ;*' not even now in a hurry to 
get away from the doomed city. His wife looked 
back, and wished in her heart to be in the sinful 
city again, and she became a pillar of salt ; so 
only Lot, and his two daughters, escaped. It is 
written : " God remembered Abraham, and sent 
Lot, his nephew, out of the midst of the over- 
throw." 

So Lot chose all the plain of Jordan, and 
pitched his tent towards Sodom ; and Abram 
dwelt in the land of Canaan. After this separa- 
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tion, the Lord said: '^Abram, lift up now thino 
eyes, and look northward, southward, eastward, 
and westward, for all the land which thou see'st 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever, 
and I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth ; so arise, and walk through the length 
and breadth of the land." Then Abram removed 
his tent to Hebron, and there built an altar unto 
the Lord. After this, Abram was greatly in- 
terested in a battle of four kings against five, 
because the conquerors took Lot, his nephew, 
and all his goods, and departed. Abram pursued 
them, and brought back Lot, and all his goods. 
The king of Bodom went forth to meet his re- 
turn from the slaughter, and offered him goods, 
which he refused, scorning the thought of a 
mortal saying — I have made Abram rich. Mel- 
chizedek, king of Salem, and priest of the Most 
High God, brought forth bread and wine (surely 
this points to victory through the blood of the 
Lamb, the mighty Deliverer, whom God conse- 
crated a priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chizedek) and said: "Blessed be Abram of the 
Most High God, and blessed be the Most High 
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God, who hath delivered thine enemies into thy 
hand;" and Abram gladly received the blessing 
in the name of the Lord. God was well pleased 
with Abram for desiring to have him alone for 
his benefactor, and said: "Pear not, Abram, 
I am thy shield, and exceeding great reward.'' 
Then Abram ventured to remind God of the 
promised seed, and said : " I still go childless;" 
and God told him to count the stars, if he conld, 
and said : " So shall thy seed be." And Abram 
heartily believed it, although he was about eighty 
years old, and had no child, and the Lord 
counted, his belief in him, for righteousness, 
and talked to him of his seed sojourning in 
Egypt for four hundred years, and that they 
should go out with great substance. When 
Sarai heard of this tremendous family, she 
thought Abraham had better take another wife ; 
and he did so, and she had a child, but it was 
not the child of promise, and grew up to perse- 
cute the heir. So human interference brought 
sorrow to the promised seed. And the second 
wife, Hagar, Sarai's maid, was very rude to 
Sarai, and was therefore treated harshly; so 
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she fled to the wilderness, and an angel met her, 
and told her to return, and submit herself to her 
mistress, and she called the name of the Lord — 
« Thou God seest me." Her son's name was 
Ishmael. When Abram was ninety-nine, the 
Lord again entered into particulars concerning 
his seed, and said : << Thy name shall be Abraham, 
for a father of many nations have I made thee." 
So we see by this, that all things were accom- 
plished in God's view (for with him a thousand 
years are as a day); and Sarai's name was 
changed to Sarah (that is Princess), for she -Was 
to be a mother of nations, and kings should be of 
her. Abram said : << I am a hundred years old, 
and Sarah is ninety — shall we have a child ?" 
God replied : ** Sarah, thy wife, shall bear thee 
a son indeed, and thou shall call his name Isaac, 
and he shall beget twelve princes, and I will 
establish my covenant with him, and I will make 
of him a great nation. He shall be bom at this 
set time next year. Again the Lord appeared 
to him as three, and Abraham bowed towards 
the ground, and he begged them to take refresh- 
ment, and they did so, and the promise of the 
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child was confirmed ; but Sarah laughed within 
herself at the idea of a baby, as she was so old. 
The Lord saw the smile of her heart, and said : 
« Why did Sarah laugh ? Is anything too hard 
for the Lord ?'' Sarah was afraid, and said : <'I 
did not laugh, forgetting that it was not neces- 
sary for the laugh to be heard, as the Lord 
regards the actions of the heart. Then the three 
looked toward Sodom, and told Abraham that it 
was to be destroyed because of grievous sin. 
And Abraham begged God to spare the city if 
fifty righteous were there. The Lord said : 
<* Yes, for their sakes I would spare all the 
place." Then Abraham feared lest so many 
would not be found, so he pleaded for forty- 
five, forty, thirty, twenty, and ten, and the 
Lord said: **1 will not destroy it for ten's 
sake.*' Then the Lord went Ids way ; and 
the two Angels were at Sodom — ^rescuing Lot 
from the wicked city. When Abraham was 
a hundred years old, Isaac, the child of promise, 
was bom, at the set time. And Sarah said : 
** God hath made me to laugh, for I have borne, 
Abraham a son in old age." — There was a great 
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feast when the child was weaned, bnt Ishmael 
made great fan of the poor little boy, which 
vexed his mother very much, so she told 
Abraham to send Hagar, the Egyptian, and 
her boy away. Abraham was very grieved 
because of his son Ishmael, for he loved the 
lad ; bnt God said, do as Sarah hath said, for 
Isaac is the heir of promise. Yet I will make a 
great nation of the bondwoman's son, as he is 
thy seed. So mother and son were cast ont 
with a little bread and a bottle of water. When 
the water was spent, she put the child under a 
shrub, and went a good way ofif, that she might 
not see him die, and lifted up her voice and 
wept. The child cried too, and God heard the 
voice of the lad, and his angel called to Hagar 
out of heaven, and said : ''Fear not, lift up the 
lad, for I will make him a great nation.'' Then 
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water (yes, human aid may well be compared to 
a bottle ; and heavenly aid to a well, springing 
up to eternal life) and satisfied their thirst, and 
took up their abode in the wilderness of Paran. 
hmael became a great archer, quite a wild 
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man of the woods ; his mother took him a wife 
out of the land of Egypt. Then did God tempt 
(or try) Abraham, and said: "Take now thy son, 
thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and 
oflfer him for a burnt oflfering." What ! the child 
of promise, in whose seed all the nations of the 
earth were to be blessed, and greatly multiplied ? 
Yes, and Abraham received him in a figure even 
from the dead, and set off at once for the place 
of which God had told him, to offer up his only 
begotten son, accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, (this is the first intimation we 
have of the glorious Besurrection). When he saw 
the place afar off, he and the lad went alone 
and worshipped ; Abraham especially begged for 
strength, to do the will of the Lord cheerfully. 
He then took the wood of the burnt offering, 
and laid it upon Isaac his son. (This reminds us 
of the only begotten Son of God, the great 
Deliverer, bearing his own cross.) Isaac said : 
"My father, behold the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ? *' Abra- 
ham replied : "God will provide himself a lamb.** 
So Abraham built the altar, and bound his only 
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beloved son npon it, and stretched forth his 
hand to slay his son. But the trial was now 
over, and his boy was saved ; for the angel of 
the Lord said: "Lay not thine hand upon the 
lad, for now I know that thou fearest God " 
(for by works faith is made perfect). Then 
Abraham offered a ram that was just caught in a 
thicket by the horns, and called the name of the 
place, " The Lord will provide." Now God 
more abundantly shewed the immutability of his 
counsel, and confirmed it by an oath, saying: 
"By myself have I sworn, that for obeying my 
voice, in blessing, I jivill bless thee, and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies. 
Sarah died at the age of one hundred and 
twenty-seven. Abraham mourned deeply for 
her, and bought a burying-place in Hebron, of 
the children of Heth. Ephron the Hittite 
begged Abraham to accept it as a present, 
but again Abraham was very particular not to 
receive any possession from man; so humbly 
begged that th^ full value might be named, and 
he would willingly buy it for a burying-place. 
And it was sold to him for a possession, and 
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Sarah was buried in the cave of the field of 
Macphelah. Abraham was now very old, and 
the Lord had blessed him in all things; still he 
was very anxious, lest his son Isaac should take 
a wife of the daughters of the Canaanites. So 
he sent an old trustworthy servant to his own 
kindred, to take a wife for Isaac, and strictly 
charged him not to bring his son thither again, 
as he wished him to dwell in the promised land, 
and checked his servant's fears, by telling him 
that the Lord would send his angel before him. 
Then the servant departed, and went to Meso- 
potamia unto the city of Nahor. Directly he 
arrived, he made his camels kneel down by a 
well without the city, at the time the women went 
out to get water. Then he prayed to the Lord 
God of his master Abraham for good speed, and 
begged that the damsel who was appointed for 
Isaac, might give him drink, and then offer of 
her own free will, to give the camels drink also. 
And before he had done speaking, a fair damsel 
appeared, and he ran to meet her, (yes he 
prayed and watched) and said : ''Let me, I pray 
thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher ?*' And she 

B 
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6aid, << drink, my Lord, and I will draw water for 
thy camels also." The poor servant stood 
speechless at this wonderful interposition of 
Providence, but recovered by the time the 
camels had done drinking. He then gave her 
golden earings and bracelets, and asked who 
she was, and if there were room in her father's 
house for them to lodge. She replied: <<I am 
daughter of Bethuel; we have straw and pro- 
vender enough, and room to lodge in.'* Then the 
servant bowed down his head and he worshipped 
the Lord; the loving-kindness of the Lord filled 
him vrith the deepest humility. The damsel ran 
at once and told them of her brother's house these 
things. Then her brother Laban, went out unto 
the servant and said : ** Come in thou blessed of 
the Lord, wherefore standest thou without, for 
all is prepared." (It would be well if all who 
loved and worshipped the Lord God of Abraham 
were thus minded towards each other). The 
grateful servant went at once, but would not 
take any refreshment, till he had told his errand. 
Then Laban and Bsthuel said: " The thing pro- 
coedeth from the Lord, wo cannot speak unto 
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thee bad or good. Behold Bebekah is before 
thee, take her." Again, the poor servant wor- 
shipped the Lord, and made them all handsomo 
presents, (this surely teaches us to thank and 
bless God above all, but also to give creatures 
their due) begging to be sent to his master at 
once, that they might rejoice together respecting 
the Lord's great goodness ; so they called 
Rebekah, and said : "JYilt thou go with this man?" 
She said: "I will go," and they blessed her, and 
she, and her damsels arose and followed the 
servant. As Isaac was praying at eventide, he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Bebekah. When 
Bebekah heard who it was, she took a veil and 
covered herself. Then the servant told Isaac 
all that had happened, and Isaac took Bebekah, 
and she became his wife and he loved her, and 
they lived in his mother's (Sarah's) tent. This 
interesting history closes very softly, for Abra- 
ham died, as he lived, trusting and loving his 
own God who had been with him all through 
his pilgrimage, so he just gave all that he had to 
Isaac, and gave up the ghost, and died in a 
good old age (175), an old man and full of years- 
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(Not cnt off? — no, the p.ath of the just is as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day, whereas, the wicked are cut off 
in their wickedness — that path cannot reach into 
eternity. This is death I ) — and was gathered to 
his people. How sweet I so dying was but going 
home. 
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V. 
ISAAC AND HIS BOYS. 



Isaac was forty years old when he married 
Bebekah. He begged the Lord to give them 
children; and after waiting for twenty years, 
the Lord gave him two at once. They were 
called Esau and Jacob. Isaac loved Esau, 
the firstborn, and Bebekah loved Jacob. Esau 
was very fond of hunting, and then made 
savoury food of the venison for his father and 
himself ; but Jacob was a plain man, and dwelt 
in tents. One day Esau came from the field 
very faint, and said : " Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that red pottage you have made for your- 
self." Jacob said : " Then sell me this day 
thy birthright " (for Esau, being the firstborn, 
inherited the blessing). Esau replied : " Well, 
it will not be worth much to me if I die of want, 
so I may as well sell it you for food." Then 
Jacob said : '' Swear to me this day, that it 
may be a settled thing." And Esau sware ; 
that is, declared most solemnly, in the sight 



88 BIBLE STORIES FOR THE YOUNG. 

of God, that ho had sold his birthright to 
Jacob for a mess of pottage. Thus Esau 
despised his birthright for natural indulgence. 
Some time after this, Isaac called Esau, and 
said : *' My eyes are dim, for I am old, and 
likely to die soon ; and as you are my eldest 
boy, I want very much to bless you before 
the Lord, and remind him of all his promises 
concerning our family; for He loves to be put 
in remembrance of promised favours ; so just 
hunt for venison, and make savoury meat, that 
I may eat and bless thee before the Lord 
before my death." Esau ought now to havo 
told liis father about selling his birthright to 
Jacob ; but no 1 he thought — 1 was very hungry 
and faint when I said that, there is some 
excuse for me — at any rate, I will see that my 
brother does not have my birthright — so went 
out to attend to his poor old father's request. 
Bebekah heard Isaac's request, and told Jacob 
that he must certainly get the blessing, so she 
would at once prepare the savoury meat, that 
it might be ready before Esau's. Jacob replied : 
*' My skin is much softer than piy brother's, 



fifBLfi STORIES FOB THE TOUNG. 89 

and my father will feel me, and I shall seem to 
him as a deceiver, and curse me rather than 
bless me/' But naughty Eebekah said : <* Obey 
me and all will be well.'' Oh ! the tempter was 
very busy just then, and Eebekah was listening. 
So she put the skins of kids upon him, that he 
might feel hairy, and Esau's clothes, and gave 
him the savoury meat for his father. What 
a pity that Jacob did not at once tell the whole 
truth to his poor old father ; for then he would 
have had God's blessing, and no sorrow with it. 
He appears to have consulted his mother rather 
than the Lord God of his grandfather, Abraham. 
Isaac was too blind to see him, so he felt him, 
and said : '* You feel like Esau, but your voice 
is Jacob's. You have found it very quickly, 
my son." Then, to be quite sure, he said : 
** Art thou my very son Esau ?" Jacob said: "I 
am " — (How sad 1 Yet he still thought that he 
had bought that position from his brother ; but 
he su£fered greatly through deception all his 
days, for not declaring the whole truth) — and 
so received the blessing. When it was over, 
Esau returned, and finding that his brother, 
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toO| bad kept the secret from his father, and 
obtained the blessing, he cried very bitterly — 
(We cannot pity him, for he, too^ was gnilty. 
In the first place, he sold his birthright for a 
morse] of meat, and then broke his word, 
although he had confirmed it with an oath), — 
** Bless me, even me also, Oh, my father!'' 
Isaac knew that he could not withdraw the 
blessing, and knowing Esau*s craving for 
worldly things, said : ** Thy dwelling shall be 
the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of 
heaven from above. Thou shalt live by thy 
sword, and serve thy brother till thou shalt 
have the dominion, then thou shalt break his 
yoke from off thy neck." After this Esau 
hated his brother because of the blessing, and 
said in his heart : " The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand — then will I slay my 
brother Jacob." When Rebekah heard of this, 
she sent her pet boy away to Laban, her 
brother, declaring that she was weary of her 
life. (Yes, now she is suffering for following 
her own devices). One almost imagines that 
poor old Isaac had heard the full particulars 
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respecting the sale of the birthright, for he 
blessed Jacob again in the name of the Lord, 
remembering that the Lord had told him before 
they were born, that the elder should serve the 
younger ; for the Almighty saw the lives of 
these two boys, and their end, too, long before 
they were born. "For a thousand years with 
Him is but as one day." When Esau heard 
this second blessing, and his father's charge to 
Jacob not to take a wife of the daughters of 
Canaan, he took the daughter of Ishmael'for 
a wife. Then Jacob went on his journey, and 
did not rest till the sun was set, and gathering 
a few stones for his pillow he lay down to 
sleep. Poor boy, how sad he must have felt 
quite alone in a dreary place ; but the God of 
Abraham cheered him with a glorious dream. 
He dreamt that a ladder was set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven (this 
evidently refers to the great Deliverer making a 
way from earth to heaven ; and angels did 
minister unto him after his temptation), and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on it, 
and the Lord stood above it, saying: << I am the 
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Lord God of Abraham, thy father, and the God 
of Isaac." Yet there could be no friendship for 
Jacob as a sinner, without the obedience and 
death of the Deliverer. So throagh Him, God 
made precious promises to Jacob, and to his 
seed for ever I And Jacob awoke, and said : 
** Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it 
not ;" and he was afraid. Ah 1 he remembered 
thQ sad past, and might well be fearful, and 
say : ** How dreadful is this place. This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven ;" for he now saw the way of 
escape from eternal death. Then he arosd and 
took his pillow (the stone), and set it up for a 
pillar, pouring oil upon it, and he called that 
place Bethel, or the house of God ; vowing, that 
if God would surely perform all his promises, 
and bring him again in peace to his father's 
house, he would have the Lord for his own 
God, as Abraham did, and that pillar should be 
God*s house, and he would give the tenth of all 
he possessed unto the Lord. Then continuing 
his journey, he came to the people of the east; 
and seeing a flock of sheep lying by a well, he 
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went thither to question the men who were 
watering them respecting Laban, to whom he 
was £;o:ng ; and while ho was speaking, they 
said : " Behold Rachel, his daughter, cometh 
with the sheep." And when Jacob saw her he 
at once rolled away the stone from the well's 
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban, his 
mother's brother, and kissed Rachel, and wept, 
telling her all his sad history. Then she ran 
and told her father, and Laban ran to meet 
him and embraced him, and brought him to 
his house, and said : *^ Tell me, what shall thy 
wages be ? for thou must not serve mo for 
nought, because we are related." Jacob 
answered : '* I love Rachel, and will serve thee 
seven years, that I may have her for my wife." 
And Laban consented. But at the end of 
the seven years he cruelly deceived him, by 
giving him Leah, instead of Rachel, excusing 
himself by saying : " That it was not customary 
to give the younger before the first-born in that 
country." But Jticob could not forgive him for 
not telling the whole truth, when he asked for 
Rachel. (Now poor Jacob is just receiving t^'* 
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first-fruits of his deception in not declaring the 
whole truth to his poor old father. God's precious 
promises do not prevent correction : " For what 
son is he whom a loving and wise father chas- 
teneth not?") Then Laban said : " Serve me yet 
seven other years for Rachel," and he did so. 
But the wives did not agree; for Leah had 
children, and rejoiced so much, that poor Bachel 
became quite jealous. After some time, God 
remembered her, and gave her a dear little boy, 
and she called his name Joseph. Then Jacob 
desired very much to go to his own country, 
but Laban wished him to stay with him, for 
he had learnt, by experience, that he had been 
greatly blessed through Jacob (selfish man, 
always his own interest considered at the 
expense of others) ; he, therefore, begged him 
to appoint fresh wages. So Jacob asked for all 
the speckled, spotted, and brown of the fiock; 
and Laban consented, and set three day's jour- 
ney between himself and Jacob. And God 
prospered Jacob, and he had much cattle ; and 
Laban, seeing this, became very jealous, and 
his sons said : ** Jacob hath taken away all that 
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was ours, father." This was untrue, and dis- 
pleased Jacob very much. And the Lord took 
his part, and told him to return to the land of 
his fathers, and that he would still he with him. 
Then Jacob called his wives, telling them of all 
their father's unkindness to him, and they said : 
" Do whatever God hath said unto thee, for our 
father counts us as strangers, and hath sold us, 
and hath quite devoured our money; for all the 
riches God hath taken from our father, that is 
ours and our children's." So Jacob arose, and 
carried away all that he had gotten in Padan- 
aram, to go to Isaac, his father, in the land of 
Canaan. Laban did not hear of his departure, 
till three days after, then he quickly pursued, 
but God appeared to him in a dream, and said : 
** Speak not to Jacob either good or bad." So, 
after scolding his son-in-law for stealing away 
so secretly, he said : " It is in my power to do 
you hurt, (now this was quite untrue, for God 
had rendered him powerless,) but God told me 
to leave you alone. Now, why did you steal 
my gods?" Jacob replied: "I left secretly, 
fearing that you might take your daughters from 



46 BIBLE STORIES FOB THE YOUNG. 

me; but with whomsoever thon findcst thy 
gods, let him die " (not knowing that Hachel 
had stolen them). And Laban searched, but 
found not the images. Then Jacob was very 
wroth with him for pursuing so fiercely, and for 
daring to search all his household stuff, explain- 
ing to him what a faithful servant he had been 
for twenty years, and reminded him of his mean- 
ness as a master, in changing his wages ten 
times, lest he should be rich, so that, had it not 
been for the God of Abraham, he would have 
been sent away empty. (Yes, Jacob is bolder 
now, for he trusts in the Lord, and has already 
experienced that all silver, gold, and cattle 
belonged to the Almighty). Laban said : ''All 
that thou seest is mine, but let us make a cove- 
nant, I and thou." So Jacob took a stone, and set 
it up for a pillar, as a witness between them, 
that he would be kind to Laban's daughters, and 
that neither he, nor Laban, would pass that 
pillar, to seek each other^s hurt. (Laban was 
fearful ; it is only the just who can be bold as 
lions). Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the 
mount; and, early in the morning, Laban 
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departed, and retnmed nnto his place. As 
Jacob went on his way, the Angels of God met 
him (Angels again. It reminds us of the De- 
liverer's own words respecting those who loved 
him : ** There angels do always behold the face 
of my Father which is in heaven"), and he said: 
''This is God's host, or camp." Ah! he needed 
assistance jast now, for his cruel brother, Esau, 
was approaching, with four hundred men. He 
gent messengers before, to appease Esau, but he 
paid little or no attention to them. Then was 
poor Jacob greatly distressed, and at once 
reminded God of his promises, confessing that 
he was unworthy of the l^ast mercy, and could, 
therefore, only rely upon the Word of the Most 
High, who had hitherto helped him beyond his 
expectations ; and then, in the anguish of his 
soul, he cried : " Deliver me, I pray thee, from 
the hand of my brother, Esau, for ho long since 
threatened my life, and I fear lest he smite me, 
and the mother, with the children. Jacob, now 
prepared a handsome present for Esau, and sent it 
on before, and divided his company into two 
bands, saying, **If Esau Btrike the first, that 
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which is left shall escape." He again, retired to 

pray, and wrestle with the Angel of the Lord, 

saying, " With holy boldness, I will not let thee - 

go, except thon bless me," and his name was 

changed to Israel, (for, as a prince, he had power 

with God and man, and prevailed). But the 

Angel touched his thigh in wrestling, and, when 

he arose, he halted, and he called the name of 

that place Penuel : << For I have seen God face 

to face, and my life is preserved." Then he lifted 

ap his eyes, and beheld Esau, and his four 

hundred men, and, after putting Bachel and 

little Joseph hindermost, he passed on before, 

trusting in God, and bowed himself to the ground 

seven times, until he came near his brother. And 

the God, in whom he trusted, tendered the heart 

of Esau, so that he ran to meet poor, tried Jacob, 

and fell on his neck, and kissed him, and they 

wept. (It hardly required four hundred men for 

this performance, but God's ways are not our t 

ways.) Then Jacob introduced his family, and 

begged Esau to accept his present; but he 

generously replied : << I have enough, my 

brother," so Jacob said : << Take it as my '* 
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blessing, because God hath dealt graciously with 
me, and I, too, have enough.'' So he took it, 
and begged that they might travel together. But 
Jacob was afraid that Esau's military escort 
might march too quickly for his homely band, 
so gained permission to lead on softly as hereto- 
fore, humbly and gratefully declining any human 
aid. So Esau returned unto Seir, and Jacob 
journeyed to Canaan, and pitched his tent before 
the city of Shalem, and bought the parcel of a 
field, where he had spread his tent, and erected 
there an altar, and called it El-elohe Israel (God, 
the God of Israel). Some time after this, the 
Lord told Jacob to go and dwell at Bethel, and 
build an altar there. And Jacob readily obeyed, 
and worshipped the Lord, who answered him in 
the day of his distress; and God blessed him 
again, telling him that a nation, and a company of 
nations, and even kings, should be of him. In 
journeying from Bethel, Bachel died, leaving a 
baby boy (Benjamin), and she was buried in the 
way to Bethlehem. Jacob set a pillar over her 
grave, and journeyed till he came to Isaac, his 
father, at Hebron. Then Isaac was gathered 
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to his people, being old and full of days, 180 
(not cnt off), and his sons, Esau and Jacob, 
buried him. What a blessing for poor Isaac to 
see his two sons friendly before he died, and 
how he must have rejoiced when he found that 
his own God had taken such especial care of 
Jacob, his wandering boy, and was even then 
fulfilling the promises made to his father, 
Abraham, with whom he was then going to 
dwell for ever. 
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VI. 
JOSEPH AND HIS BKETHREN. 



Afteb Isaac's death, Esau and Jacob separated; 
for the land wherein their father sojourned was 
too small for their united possessions. So Es^u 
dwelt in Mount Seir ; and Jacob in the land of 
his father's sojom-nings, with his twelve sons, 
who were shepherds. One day, Joseph (Rachel's 
boy) was feeding the flock with his brethren, 
and he brought unto his father their evil report. 
Now Israel loved Joseph, because he was the 
son of his old age, and made him a coat of many 
colours, which caused great jealousy, so that 
his brethren hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. One night he dreamed 
they were all binding sheaves in the field, and, 
lo ! his sheaf arose, and stood upright, and all 
the others made obeisance to it. When he told 
this dream, they hated him the more, and said : 
'* Shalt thou indeed reign over us ?" Again, he 
dreamt that the sun, and moon, and eleven stars 
made their obeisance to him. This time hip 
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father rebuked him, saying : << Shall I, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, bow down ourselves 
to thee to the earth T' Still Israel observed the 
saying ; but his brethren envied him, and gladly 
left him behind when they took the flock away 
again, as he did not love to join in their naughty 
deeds. Soon Israel felt anxious about his absent 
sons, and sent Joseph to see if they and the 
flocks were well. And when they saw him afar 
off, they said : << Behold this dreamer cometh ; 
let us slay him, and say that an evil beast hath 
devoured him, and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams." Beuben, the eldest, 
said : ''Let us not kill him, but cast him into 
this pit (thinking by this plan he might deliver 
him to his father). So they took off his coat of 
many colours, and cast him into the pit, and sat 
down to eat bread ; and lifting up their eyes, 
they perceived a company of Ishmaelites carry- 
ing spices to Egypt. Judah, the fourth son, 
thought they might as well get a little proflt and 
sell him for a slave (this reminds one of Judas 
getting a little money by a greater than Joseph — 
even the mighty Deliverer.) So they lifted him 
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from the pit, and sold him for twenty pieces of 
silver. When Reuben went to get Joseph oat 
of the pit, to restore him to his poor old father, 
he was gone. Then he rent his clothes, saying : 
<^ The child is not, and I, whither shall I go." 
Then the coat of many colours was dipped in 
the blood of a kid which had been killed for the 
express purpose, and taken to their father, 
saying : " This have we found, know thou if it 
be thy son's coat or no ?*' And poor Jacob said : 
** It is; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.'* 
And he rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth, 
and mourned for his son many days, refusing to 
be comforted, saying : " I will go down into the 
grave to my son mourning." Ah I had he known 
God's purposes, he would not have said this, 
although all these things really seemed against 
him. Joseph was re-sold when he got to Egypt, 
to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain 
of the guard. God's ways are indeed past find> 
ing out. Little did these wicked brothers think 
that their wicked deed was to be over-ruled for 
furthering the fulfillment of the dreams that they 
were so determined to frustrate. Ko, they felt 
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quite certain that a slave would never have 
dominion over them. But Joseph's only weapon 
was prayer to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. He simply told him everything, and 
begged him to be a father to him, and keep him 
from wickedness in that sinful country — and the 
Lord granted his request. Potiphar was a kind 
master, but his wife was very wicked, and tried 
to make Joseph wicked too ; but he loved the 
Lord, and having heard how much miserj^ had 
been caused by listening to the tempter, he 
rushed from temptation, ' leaving his garment 
behind, saying : ** How can I sin against God ?" 
Then she told a falsehood to her husband, to 
make her own case good, and said : ** That 
Joseph had been so very wicked, and because 
she screamed so violently he ran off, leaving his 
garment behind. This so exasperated her 
husband (who, of course, believed his wife), that 
he at once put him in prison, where the king's 
prisoners were bound. But the Lord was with 
Joseph, and made the keeper of the prison very 
kind to him, and let him do just as he pleased. 
Happy thought ! All hearts are in his rule and 
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governance, and he doth dispose them as seemeth 
best to his godly wisdom. Soon after his im- 
prisonment, the bntler and baker offended their 
lord, the king of Egypt, and were consequently 
thrown. into the prison, where Joseph was, and 
they each dreamed a dream in one night. In the 
morning they looked so sad, and Joseph know- 
ing so well what sorrow of heart was, longed to 
cheer the weary, and said : '< Why look ye so 
sad to-day ?" They replied : <' We have dreamed 
a dream, and there is no interpreter." Joseph 
said : ** The interpretation of dreams belongs to 
the Almighty only, so tell me, I pray thee, and 
I will ask Him to give me wisdom to. explain 
them.*' So they told him their dreams, and 
Joseph said: ^* This is the interpretation: in 
three days the bntler will be restored to his 
office, and in three days the baker will be 
hanged.'* Then he begged the bntler to tell 
Pharaoh his sad history, that he might be taken 
from that miserable dnngeon. All that he said 
came to pass. Yet, did not the butler remember 
Joseph, but forgat him; but not so with his 
Lord, to whom he had committed himself. F' 
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worked mightily for him, by giving the king 
himself snch strange dreams, that none of the wise 
men conld interpret. Then did the chief bntler 
remember his ingratitude, and told all respecting 
the young Hebrew. So Pharaoh sent for him at 
once, and said : ** I hear that thou canst inter- 
pret dreams." Joseph replied : ''It is not in 
me ; but my God shall give Pharaoh an answer 
of peace." What humility I Who teacheth 
like the Lord God of Jacob ? So different from 
proud Balaam, who did not love God, and only 
wished to go to heaven to escape eternal misery. 
He began his message, by extolling himself, 
saying : "Balaam, the son of Beor, hath said — 
he hath said, which heard the words of God, 
whidh saw the vision of the Almighty falling 
into a trance, but having his eyes open : How 
goodly are thy tents, Jacob ; and thy taber- 
nacles, Israel," &c. What a contrast! In 
considering the end of these two characters, we 
find that Balaam belonged to those who were 
cut off — for he only desired the death of a 
righteous man, not the life, as he loved to listen 
to the temptet, and he really had no hope for 
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eternity, for he said : "I shall see him, but not 
now, and behold him, bnt not nigh;" and then 
foretold the coming of the mighty Deliverer as 
a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre out of Israel 
(the long-promised seed of Abraham), without 
feeling the least interest in the salvation that 
would bo accomplished at Calvary. His head 
was perfectly clear in these things, but his heart 
hard and cold. But Joseph rejoiced in praising 
his God ; quite happy, if he might only be em- 
ployed as a very humble servant, (for his whole 
heart was devoted to the God of his fathers'). 
So, having help from on high, he explained 
Pharaoh's dream, respecting the years of plenty 
and famine, and Pharaoh said unto his servants, 
** Can we find such a one as this is ; a man in 
whom the Spirit of God is?" Then he said to 
Joseph : " Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee 
all this, there is none so discreet and wise as 
thou art ; thou shalt be over my house, and 
according unto thy word shall all my people be 
ruled — only in the throne will I be greater than 
thou." So he set Joseph over all Egypt, and took 
a ring off his own hand and put it on Joseph's, 
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arrayed him in fine linen, put a gold chain upon 
his neck, and made him ride in the second 
chariot, and they cried before him : " Bow 
the knee." (K only his brethren could have 
seen him now !) Then he gathered all the com 
in the seven plenteous years, against the seven 
years of famine, which spread over all the face 
of the earth. And when Jacob saw that there 
was com in Egypt, he sent Joseph's ten brothers 
(for he could not spare Benjamin) to buy com. 
And Joseph being governor, sold it to all the 
people of the land. When money failed, they 
brought cattle, and, at last, willingly gave them- 
selves and their land to be saved from d^ath. 
(This is how sincere souls go to the great De- 
liverer to be saved from eternal death ; and when 
they have nothing to pay, he freely forgives them 
all, and accepts them just as they are, helpless 
and undone, for His servants for ever). At last 
his own brethren came and bowed themselves to 
the earth. Joseph knew them, and remembered 
his dreams ; but they did not recognize him. 
He spake harshly to them, saying : << Ye arQ 
spies." Then they explained particulars about 
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tbeir family; bnt ho said : "I must provo yon. 
So Eond one of your brothera borne, and let 
tbe legt remain in prison, till yonr yonngeat 
brother come hither, that yonr TTords may be 
proved." Bnt his heart was too feeling to abide 
by this first order, and he eaid : " I fear God ; 
BO let only one be bonnd in prison, and go 
carry com for the famine of yonr honaes." And 
they did ao, bnt felt deep aQgoieh of mind, 
saying : " We are verily gnilty concerning oni 
jniBsing brother. When we aaw the angniah of 
bis aoni, we wonld not hear; therefore is this dis- 
tress come npon ns." Joseph nnderatood them, 
bnt they knew it not, as he spoke to them by an 
interpreter, and he turned away and wept ; yet 
retnmed to bind Simeon before their eyes. 
Then he commanded their eaoks to be filled 
with corn, and the money to be restored into 
each Back, and they departed ; but their hearts 
failed them when they discovered the money, 
and they said: " What is this that God hath done 
to us 7" When they told their father their sad 
news, he said: "All these things are against 
me. My son Beigamin shall not go down wit' 
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« 

you, for his brother is dead, and he is left alone 
of his mother (Rachel). If mischief befall him 
by the way, then shall ye bring down my grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave." (How wrong 
Jacob's conclusion was ; all, all was for him). 
So he protested against Benjamin going till he 
saw that all must starve if he did not give way 
to the desire of the great governor of Egypt. 
So he sent him away with them, saying : " Why 
did you speak of the boy ?" Jacob's sons had 
certainly grown kinder to their dear old father, 
for they were quite distressed when they saw 
his deep sorrow, and promised faithfully to 
spare no trouble in protecting Benjamin, that 
he might be restored to his aged father ; and 
Judah became surety for him. Israel said : ** 1£ 
it must be, go and take the man (his darling 
Joseph) a present and double money, and God 
Almighty give you mercy before the man, that' 
he may send away your other brother and 
Benjamin." (Yes, he felt more resigned now 
he had committed them so especially to the 
Lord, who had helped him all his life-long). 
So they set off for Egypt; and when they 



BIBLE STOSIES FOR THE YOUNG. 61 

arrived at Joseph's house, they at once told 
abont the money being in their sacks. The 
Steward said : " Peace be to you, fear not ; your 
God and the God of your fathers hath given you 
treasure in your sacks;" and he brought Simeon 
out before them, and told them to prepare to 
eat bread with Joseph at noon. Then they gave 
Joseph the present, bowing themselves to him to 
the earth. He asked them of their welfare, 
and if their father were still alive. They 
answered : " Thy servant, our father, is in good 
health ;" and they made obeisance. When he saw 
Benjamin, his mother's son, he said : " God 
be gracious unto thee, my son ;" and then made 
haste to his chamber to weep, for the goodness 
of the Lord in causing them all to meet again 
was quite overpowering. After wiping away 
his grateful tears, he returned to eat bread ; but 
the Egyptians made three divisions, one for 
Joseph, one for the Hebrews, and one for 
themselves ; for they considered it an abomina- 
tion to eat with the Hebrews. Then Joseph 
arranged his brethrens' seats at table accord- 
ing to their ages, which made the men 
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marvel ; and he sent messes nnto them, but 
Benjamin's mess was five times as much as any 
of theirs ; and they drank and were merry with 
him. He then ordered the steward to fill their 
sacks with food, and to put every man's money 
in his sack, and his silver cup in the sack 
belonging to Benjamin, and he did so. As soon 
as the morning was light, the men were sent 
away. Soon after, Joseph sent the steward to 
find his silver cup, and to reproach them for 
this evil deed. They were greatly perplexed, 
and said; ** Wherefore saith my Lord these 
words ? God forbid that thy servants should 
do according to this thing. With whomsoever 
the cup be found let him die, and we will be 
my Lord's bondmen." Alas ! it was found in 
Benjamin's sack, and they rent their clothes, 
and returned to Joseph and fell down before 
him on the ground, saying : *' God hath found 
out the iniquity of thy servants (referring to 
their unkindness to Joseph); behold, we are 
my Lord's servants." Joseph said : ** God 
forbid ; I only want the man in whose hand the 
cup is found." (This he did to prove whether 
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they loved their poor old father and their 

youngest brother). And Judsih said : ** Oh I my 

lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak one 

word, and let not thine anger bum against thy 

servant ; for thou art even as Pharaoh, the 

Mng.'* Then he said : " We have a father, an 

old man, and a child of his old age, a little one, 

and his brother is dead (ah ! they thought so), 

and he alone is left of his mother, and his father 

loveth him. When we told our father what you 

ssiid about seeing our youngest brother, he said : 

* Ye know that my wife Rachel bare me two 

sons ; one went out from me, and I said surely 

he is torn in pieces, and I saw him not since ; 

and if ye take this one also from me, ye shall 

bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to the 

grave ;' so if he see the lad is not with us, he 

will die, and I shall bear the blame to my father 

for ever, as thy servant became surety for the 

lad. Now, I pray thee, let me abide a bondman 

instead of the lad." This was quite enough for 

Joseph ; for this pleading clearly proved that 

they had now real affection for ther father and 

youngest brother ; so he cried : ** Cause every 
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man to go out from me.'* Then he made him« 
self known to his brethren, and he wept 
alondy and said : ''I am Joseph. Doth my 
father yet live ?** (As if it were too good to be 
true, that he should see his own dear father 
again, after so long and sad a separation). But 
his brethren could not answer him for they were 
troubled at his presence, so Joseph said: <<Come 
near, I pray you,'* and they came near. He said : 
" Yes, I am Joseph, your brother, whom you 
sold into Egypt, now be not grieved nor angry 
with yourselves that ye sold me hither, for God 
sent me before thee to preserve life, and a 
posterity to you in the earth, by a great deliver- 
ance, for there are yet five years of famine. 
Now haste ye, go to my father, and say to him, 
thus saith thy son Joseph : < God hath made me 
lord of all Egypt, come down to me, tarry not, 
and thou shall* dwell near me, in the land of 
Goshen; there will I nourish thee, lest thou, 
and thy household, and all that thou hast, 
come to poverty, and tell my father, that your 
eyes, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, 
have seen me, and just speak of all my glory. 
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Haste ! bring him down/ " Then he fell on Beiga* 
min's neck and kissed him, and wept, and poor 
Benjamin wept too, for joy that his own dear 
brother was still alive. Moreover, he kissed all 
his brethren, and wept upon them, for he had 
proved by their actions, that they were truly 
penitent for their former wickedndsSt It 
pleased Pharaoh well that Joseph's brethren 
were come, and he ordered them at once to 
fetch their father, and their households, for 
the good of all the land of Egypt was to be 
theirs, and the children of Israel did so, (not 
knowing that Egypt would eventually be their 
house of bondage for 480 years, and that they 
would ultimately go out with great substance, 
according to God's promise, to their great grand- 
father Abraham,) and when they came to Jacob 
they said: '< Joseph is yet alive, is governor over 
all the land of Egypt." Then Jacob's heart 
fainted, for he believed them not; so they 
delivered Joseph's message. And when he saw 
the waggons, Joseph had sent to carry him, his 
spirits revived, and Israel said: ''It is enough, 
Joseph my son is yet alive, I will go and see 

c 
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him before I die." Bo Israel took his journey 
with all that he had, and came to Beersheba 
(where Abraham planted a grove, and called 
upon the name of the Lord, the everlasting 
God) and offered sacrifices nnto the God of his 
fathers. And God spake unto him in the visions 
of the night, saying: <^I am God, the God of thy 
father, fear not to go down into Egypt, for I 
will there make of thee a great nation — (and He 
performed this promise too, for when they went 
oat of Egypt there were six hundred thousand 
on foot, besides children; a mixed multitude also 
went up with them, and flocks and herds, even 
very much cattle ; ihey also had an abundance 
of silver, and gold, and raiment) — and I will go 
down with thee into Egypt, and I will also surely 
bring thee up again.'" Joseph made ready his 
chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, 
and he fell on his neck and kissed him, and 
wept on his neck a good while. And Israel said : 
^^Now let me die since I have seen thy face." 
Then Joseph said: "I must fully explain all your 
affairs to Pharaoh, that ye may dwell in thie land 
of Goshen ; for every shepherd is an abomination 
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to the Egyptians. (Yes, noble Joseph always 
declared the whole truth, for he loved God, and 
had proved that the fear of God always brought 
a blessing, and the fear of man always a curse.) 
Then he told his brethren to speak out boldly to 
Pharaoh, when he questioned them respecting 
their occupation (for he had not forgotten the 
terrible story they once told their father respecting 
himself), and say: <<Thy servants' trade hath been 
about cattle from our youth even till now, both we 
and also our fathers, and they did so. And Pharaoh 
said to Joseph : << In the best of the land make 
thy father and brethren to dwell in the land of 
Goshen." And Joseph brought in Jacob, his 
father, and set him before Pharaoh, and Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said: ** How old 
art thou ? " Jacob replied : " The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
years, few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been, and have not attained unto the 
days of the years of the life of my fathers in the 
days of their pilgrimage." So Joseph nourished 
his father, and his brethren, and all their house- 
hold, with bread, and Israel had possessions in 
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the land of Egypt, and multiplied exceedingly, 
and Jacob lived there seyenteen years. When the 
time drew near for him to die, he made Joseph 
promise to bnry him with his fathers. Then 
Manasseh and Ephraim, Joseph's boys, were 
brought to him for his blessing. Jacob said: 
** These children shall be mine, and shall be called 
after the name of their brethren, in their inheri- 
tance." Then Israel embraced them, andsaidunto 
Joseph: <<I had not thought to see thy face, and 
lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed 1'' Then 
Joseph placed the lads to receive the blessing, 
because his father's eyes were dim. And Israel 
stretched out his right hand and put it upon 
Ephraim, and put his left upon Manasseh, so 
that his hands were crossed in blessing. Joseph 
tried to uncross them, wishing the right hand 
to be placed upon Manasseh, his first-bom, say- 
ing: '* Not so, my father." But his father refused, 
saying: "I know it, my son, I know it — 
Manasseh shall be great, but his younger brother 
shall be greater than he." And he blessed them 
that day, saying : << The Angel which redeemed 
me from all evil bless the lads, and let my name be 
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mentioned on them, and the name of my fathers, 
Abraham and Isaac, and let them grow into a 
multitude in the midst of the earth." Then 
he blessed Joseph, telling him that God would 
still be with him, and bring him to the land of 
his fathers. Moreover he gave him one portion 
above his brethren, which he took out of the hand 
of the Amorite with his sword and bow. Then 
he blessed each of his sons, rejoicing in the pro- 
mised Deliverer springing from the seed of Judah. 
(By faith, these ancient worthies saw Christ's 
day, and were glad). So good, old Jacob died, 
and was gathered unto his people, having been a 
sojourner for a hundred and forty-seven years. 
And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept 
upon him, and kissed him, and commanded the 
physicians to embalm him ; and the Egyptians 
mourned for him seventy days. Then Joseph 
went up to bury his father, and with him all the 
servants of Pharaoh, even all the elders of the 
land of Egypt, and all the house of Joseph, and 
his brethren, and his father's house, with chariots 
and horsemen. It was a very great company ; 
and when they got beyond Jordan, they mourned 
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seven days, with a great and very sore lamenta- 
tion, and buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpelab, which Abraham bonght for a bnryiiig 
place for Sarah ; and Joseph returned with his 
brethren to Egypt. But they were afraid that he 
would punish them, now their father, was dead. 
So they told him that their father had told them 
to plead for mercy, confessing deep sorrow for 
their past evil deeds ; and Joseph wept when 
they spoke unto him. Then his brethren fell 
down before his face, and said : ^' Behold, we be 
thy servants." (Yes, they where truly humble 
now.) Joseph said : 'Tear not, for I am in the 
place of God ; but, as for you, ye thought evil 
against me, but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much 
people alive." And he comforted them, and said 
unto them : " When I die, carry up my bones 
from hence, for God will surely visit you, and 
bring you out of this land, unto the land which 
he sware to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; " and 
they promised faithfully that they would carry 
his bones to the promised land. So Joseph 
died, being a hundred and ten years old, and 
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they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin, 
in Egypt ; but his happy spirit had flown to a 
better country, to his own God, who had so 
graciously heard and answered him in every 
time of need. He had now passed over death's 
cold stream, to the heavenly Canaan, mentioning 
with his latest breath the departure of the 
Children of Israel, for the earthly Canaan, to 
console them in a strange land, assuring them 
that He was faithful, who had promised. So 
Joseph, and his fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, died in faith, not having received the 
promiseSi but having seen them afar off; and 
were persuaded of them, and even embraced 
them (especially that of the strong Deliverer) 
confessing that they were strangers and pilgrims 
in the earth. 



THE END. 
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